
Name _____________________________________________  Date_______________________

Book Talk Rubric

Grading Critera 5 points 3 points 1 points

Did I “hook” the 
audience?

Provided a hook: an 
amusing fact, a series of 
questions, a short 
demonstration, a colorful 
visual, or a personal 
connection to the story

Gave a one or two 
sentence introduction, 
then starts speech

Did not attempt to 
gain the audience’s 
attention - just 
started speech

Did I tell what 
happens in the 
book with saying 
too much?

Gave overview in several 
sentences and related an 
exciting part

Spent too long on 
summary of book with 
little mention of a good 
part of the book

Gave summary of 
book in too much 
detail

Did I tell 
something about 
the main 
characters?

Include memorable facts 
about the main 
characters

Mention  of characters 
was too brief to recall

Did not tell 
anything about 
main character

Did I mention the 
setting?

Told when and where 
story takes place

Not sure, not clear Didn’t mention 
setting

Did I provide the 
right amount of 
detail?

Yes, put in enough details 
to give the listener a 
sense of time, place and 
events

Yes, put in some details, 
but missed some key 
details and left audience 
somewhat confused

No, I didn’t put in 
enough details, but 
I did include a few

Did I mention the 
author and title of 
book at the end of 
my book talk?

Yes, and only at the end! Yes, but I also mentioned 
it at start of talk

No, I forgot to 
mention this

Did I have a copy 
of the book in 
hand to show the 
audience?

Yes! Forgot it in my locker No. Maybe it’s at 
home

How did I do on 
my presentation?

Clear, strong, cheerful 
voice and good eye 
contact with audience

Little expression in voice 
and/or little eye contact

Difficult to 
understand - 
volume/pacing; no 
eye contact

Did I limit my talk 
to no more than 3 
minutes?

Adequate length A little too long or a little 
too short

Much too long or 
short!


